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UP CELEBRATES ITS
EDITION OF UP VOICE

In Special Tribute to Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An - “Father of UP”
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Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An (16 April 1950 — 15 March 2017) was a Cambodian academic and politician. He was
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for the Office of the Council of Ministers from 2004 to his deceased, and started serving
in the Cabinet in 1993. He was a Member of Parliament (MP) for Takéo and a member of the central committee of the
Cambodian People's Party.

Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An was born in Kampong village, Preah Bat Chuan Chum commune, Kirivong district, Takeo.
He was married to Lok Chumteav Annie Sok An, and together they have five children namely: Sok Soma, Sok Puthyvuth,
Sok Sokan, Sok Soken, Sok Sangvar.

University of Puthisastra (UP) was founded in 2007 with the initiative of Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An and Chairman of
UP, His Excellency Sok Puthyvuth. His vision is for UP was to be a vibrant training ground for global change makers committed
to improving and investing in Cambodia. The vision also committed to the values of excellence, integrity, tolerance, diversity,
innovation and service.
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University of Puthisastra was recognized by the Royal Government of Cambodia through Sub-Decree No. 174 dated 15
November 2007 with 5 faculties at that time including Faculty of Arts and Languages, Faculty of Science and Technology,
Faculty of Economics and Business, Faculty of Social Sciences and Law and Faculty of Agriculture and Rural Development.

In 2011, the university was allowed to open the Faculty of Health Sciences majoring in Medicine, Dentistry, Nurse, Midwife
and Laboratory Technology. To date, University of Puthisastra comprises of the following faculties:

» Faculty of Pharmacy

» Faculty of Medicine

« Faculty of Dentistry

* Faculty of Nursing & Midwifery

« Faculty of English & Employability

» Faculty of Health Sciences & Biotechnology

+ Faculty of Business, Entrepreneurship & Technology

MEDICINE DENTISTRY PHARMACY LABORATORY SCIENCES NURSING MIDWIFERY SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE RESEARCH ENGLISH PROGRAM

In 2018, University of Puthisastra officially welcomed its new President, Professor lan Findlay who with an extensive
experience in education, research and the health sciences as well pioneering in DNA analysis and renowned tester of
DNA linked to Jack the Ripper.

Professor lan Findlay has a strong vision and is driving UP to become a leader not only in Cambodia but also an ASEAN
leader. And in this ever-changing world equip students, graduates and Cambodia for the 21st Century and beyond.

The very 1st Volume of UP voice was published back in the 1st of October 2018, featuring President and Vice Chancellor
lan Findlay and continues to be the fortnightly newsletter featuring recent news information about UP.

Its been a very exciting since that 1st edition and here are some highlights of UP Voices featuring significant achievements

and are listed in the following series:

« UP is Top Health Science University in Cambodia, The University of Puthisastra is declared top health science university
in the country and has made it to the top 5 best universities in Cambodia according to Webometrics Ranking of World’s
Universities 2018 (Vol. 2)

» UP Launched the 1st ever Pharmacy Conference (Vol. 3)

» UP established Learning Lounge, offers formal academic support services in science, academic skills, study skills, and
self-learning to Foundation Years and also other years. (Vol. 7)

« Dean of Medicine, Professor Sandro appointed (Vol. 9)

» UP launched Research Centre with Dr. Tineke appointed as Director of Research (Vol.10)

« UP and Khmer Sight Foundation Launch Eye Clinic at UP (Vol. 11)

* 100% success for UP Dental students in the National Exit Exam (Vol. 13)

» Prime Minister Presides over University of Puthisastra’s 3rd Graduation Ceremony (Vol. 18)

« UP Launched its first ever Career Conference in 2019 (Vol. 23)

« UP announced the implementation of UPOP-UP’s online learning Management system (Vol. 25)

« UP was recognized as the top university in Cambodia from UNIPAGE World University Ranking (Vol. 28)

* UP Celebrated its first ever Annual Staff Party (Vol. 31)

» 100% success for UP Medical students in the National Exit Exam (Vol. 37)

» UP Received Maximum Accreditation from Accreditation Committee of Cambodia (Vol. 40)
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» The professorial appointments at UP to Professor Callum Durward and Professor Sandro Vento (Vol. 41)

« UPs High Quality Online Learning officially recognized by MoEYS (Vol. 46)

» UP Becomes a CPD provider recognized by Pharmacy Council of Cambodia (Vol. 52)

» UP Opening of Orthodontic Clinic (Vol. 53)

» UP signs MoU with IDP/IELTS, becoming an IELTS alliance program referral Agent (Vol. 56)

» UP Produces High Impact Publications in International Medical Journals in The LANCET (Vol. 57)

* New Program: Bachelor of Science Research launched at UP (Vol. 60)

* More than 130 UP students have responded to the call from the Government of Cambodia for volunteers to fight Covid-
19 (Vol. 62)

» UP Creates history: First and only Cambodian University in Prestigious Times Higher Education Ranking Tables (Vol. 63)

« UP’s President — lan Findlay recognized as a top education global leader by the Education Magazine (Vol. 64)

» UP takes the lead as the only Cambodian University to offer CPD across all four of the major Health fields (Vol.65)

« UP Launches the Journal of Cambodian Health (Vol. 66)

» UP Donates approximately USD 8K to LRDE for Covid Appeal fund (Vol.68)

» Professor lan Findlay appointed as Chief Health Advisor of The Gomha Cambodia Branch (Vol. 69)

« UP Organizes certificate award ceremony to UP volunteer students fighting against Covid-19 in the Kingdom (Vol. 71)

« UP Dental Clinic registered as UP Dental Hospital (Vol. 77)

« UP Launches its 1st Alumni Event (Vol. 78)

* UP launches English program (Vol. 80)

» Publications at UP surpass 100 for 2021 (Vol. 86)

* More than 2000 students join UP Discovery Festival 2022 (Vol. 93)

» Prime Minister presides over University of Puthisastra’s 4th Graduation Ceremony (Vol. 95)

« UP Launches its first Bridging Bachelor Degree of Medical Laboratory Technology (Vol.96)

» UP Accepts application for Master of Pharmaceutical Sciences (Vol. 96)

« UP Launches its first ever Research Conference (Vol. 98)

» UP Launches the 1st Annual Teaching Conference 2022 (Vol. 99)

» More Success on the Global stage for the university of Puthisastra, once again the only Cambodian University in Elite
Times Higher Education Tables (Vol. 99)

This is the special edition that marks 100 volume of UP voice and specially tribute to Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An. We
hope that we have made Samdech Vibol Panha Sok An proud.

At UP, we believe in 3 core values, which are Honor Self, Respect Others, and Develop Society. Our goal is to embed
these positive values in our students and to equip graduates and the country for the 21st Century!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In Cambodia and across the world we continue to face many challenges including the
COVID pandemic, Ukraine unrest, and the substantial social and economic after effects.
Inflation is rising, interest rates are rising, economic uncertainty is rising and the world
needs strength, hope and opportunity through education, health and technology more
and more.

2020, 2021 (and much of 2022) have seen COVID-19 ripping apart societies and
industries, including education, across the globe with many facing financial ruin.

We have a simple choice - those that adapt may survive, those that don’t, won’t. We /

must adapt to the new future or die.
PROF. IAN FINDLAY
Cambodia, and other countries, can simply passively accept a future imposed by

others or we can lead and create our own future — and we need education, health PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR
and technology to do this. Without these, we fail as a nation and we fail our nation.

So why are education, health and technology so important? Quite simply because health, education and technology are
skills critical for the 21st Century and are the three greatest indicators and drivers of great nations.

These are the skills being promoted at the University of Puthisastra and many leading universities around the world. This
is why we at the University of Puthisastra invest so much time, effort and expense to provide hope and opportunity and
make Cambodia proud.
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UPs commitment is long term:

1.in Health we have programs such as medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, nursing and midwifery — creating young skilled
professionals to be the health Leaders of tomorrow

2.In science and research, we have programs such as lab technology and a Bachelor of Science (researchO degree.
These allow local young people to learn the broad principles of research and equip them to be the science and
technology leaders of tomorrow. UP is the only Cambodian university to have a research degree.

3.We have technology programs (such as our bachelors and Masters of IT). Our Bachelor and Masters of IT programs
focus on the big technology issues of today — data science, big data and cybersecurity

4.English skills. English is quite simply the international language of success in education, health, technology and so
many fields. Without good English students have a limited career and future. Good English skills are a must.
UP teaches 4 years of English to students - free of charge.

5.We have professional development. UP is the only university of offer professional development in 6 main health
(medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, nursing, midwifery and heath science) fields. We also offer more than 70 training
courses to UP staff to upskill and help them reach their goals.

6.UPOP - our modern custom-built leading learning and teaching system — not just Zoom or Skype or Facebook. UPOP
has been recognised by Ministry of Education, Ministry of Posts and Telecom and Ministry of Industry, Science,
Technology and Innovation to one of the very best on Cambodia

7.0ur modern curricula based on international best practice, delivered by international experts. We review and improve
every single course each year (over 1500 courses)

8.0ur leading research — one of the best in Cambodia - with over 105 papers from UP in 2021 and more in 2022.

9.Delivering more than 65,000 hours of quality online teaching — using technology to make sure UP students, graduates
and Cambodia continues to succeed

But what else do we provide at UP?

10. Critical Thinking. This is analysis of knowledge to form judgements or create new knowledge & innovation. These are
Critical skills for 21st century success.

11. Employability Skills — soft skills. These critical skills include helping students write the best CVs to get the best jobs
and the highest salaries. To become future leaders.

12. Communication Skills —Better communication leads to better outcomes

13. Research skills — to ask the right questions, to seek out information, to evaluate that information, make judgements
and create something awesome

14. Alignment with International Standard Curricula to gain international accreditations so students can work and train
from the best, gain best-practice skills from the best and be able to work abroad

15. Teaching by international experts — sharing world-class expertise & experience. Learning from the best to be the best.

16. International electives and experiences - students gain international experience & expertise to enable them to under
stand how different cultures and worlds work.

17. IT skills. IT skills are crucial in our increasingly digital Industry 4.0 interconnected world. We must be ready.

UP embeds Critical Thinking/soft-skills, Research Skills, IT skills and English skills and into every single course in every
single program. This gives our students, and Cambodia’s graduates, a very strong foundation in health, IT and technology
skills. We embed these skills into students’ curricula to prepare graduates for the 21st Century. Our students are today’s
investment for tomorrow’s future.

We look forward to our next generation - our graduates - to use their education and skills to change the world and make
the world a better place for all of us. Education is our investment in our future.

UP’s graduates are our ambassadors in Cambodia and around the world; they showcase the best that Cambodia can
offer. Our graduates are engaged, smart, collaborative and entrepreneurial. They are ready, willing and able to embrace

new opportunities.

At the University of Puthisastra we develop home-grown Cambodian talent to address Cambodia’s needs. UP’s graduates
are our ambassadors in Cambodia and around the world; they showcase the best that Cambodia can offer.
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Our students are already seeing the success of UP approach. The first excellent news | would like to share with you is the
academic success of UP students - 100% success rates in National Exit Exams. 100% pass in Medicine, 100% pass in
Dentistry, 100% pass in Pharmacy, 100% pass in Nursing, and 100% pass in Midwifery - the very best results in Cambodia.
This demonstrate our quality teaching and the commitment of our staff in ensuring that UP students can be the very best.

Additionally, UP became the first and only Cambodian university ranked in over 1400 of the World’s Top Universities in
very prestigious Times Higher Education Rankings; especially a Top 500 university for the Sustainable Development at
the United Nations. These are such incredible results for a small university in a developing nation. We hope to make
Cambodia proud.

UP is the only university which has a dedicated research degree; our Bachelor of Science (Research) to strengthen
Cambodia’s increasingly important research and economic future as repeatedly outlined by Prime Minister Hun Sen.

This prestige attracts opportunity — and the opportunity for Cambodia to be recognised by the World, to attract grants and
collaborations and for Cambodia to attract the very best and play a major role and achieve our ambitions as a middle to
high income economy.

UP’s success in our students’ success. And our student’s success is Cambodia’s success.

Proud to be a UPer.

100 VOLUME OF UP VOICE

A Year of Growth and Achievement in the Foundation Year Department

The Foundation Year Office has had a busy year in 2022, moving from online delivery to on-campus classes and expand-
ing to 15 full-time staff members (from just two people in 2018). Throughout the challenges we have faced, we have found
many opportunities to grow and develop our teaching skills and the knowledge base of our team.

Here are a few highlights:
Starting the Year Right

The Foundation Year Department worked hard to achieve great outcomes for our students in the FY courses for the
academic year 2021-2022. It was a great joy to welcome our students back on campus after the NEE!!

Orientation
We had a fun and busy orientation before we dove into our two whirlwind semesters! In addition to sessions about
academic misconduct, IT information, and English placement, we had a day of fun team games and entertainment.
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Discovery Festival
At the Discovery Festival, FY challenged students with a short presentation about the programme, and then a competition
via Kahoot!
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Conferences and Awards

We gained fruitful insights at the UP Research Conference around the theme of “Improving Cambodian Health and Well-
being - the way forward” and the UP Learning & Teaching Conference, “The Teaching of Tomorrow: Innovation, Enhance-
ment, and Excellence,” in October.
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Mr. Sorn Virak and Mr. San Techly presented at Research Conference under the titles: (1) “Effect of sup-
plemental endo-xylanase in broiler chicken feed: a prebiotic approach to improve digestibility, gut microbiota, and broiler
chicken performance.” (2) “Potential use of laccases in decolorizing synthetic dyes in textile wastewater: a green ap-
proach for wastewater treatment in Cambodia.” They won 2nd place for the most popular award at the UP Research Con-
ference.

UP’s Foundation Year Coordinator Attends Ponlork Chomnes National Policy Forum
Panha was invited to join the Ponlork Chomnes National

Policy Forum at Raffles Hotel Le Royal, Phnom Penh, ==

under the theme: ‘Strengthening Resilience and ' AF 73 il <
Responses to Covid-19 in Cambodia and ASEAN, on g L ”°“'°“°“f’"‘"“'.‘i'"""f;::“"";” 14
October 26-27, 2022. She acted as a moderator for i ok °°V”'m°“““s“
policy brief presentation sessions on October 27, 2022. : o i

The forum primarily discussed agriculture and food security,
education, public services and social protection, urban
development, and the economy.

The key policy takeaways were highlighted:
e Enable meaningful participation

e Be climate-smart

e Adapt to new ways of working

e Ensure inclusion

e Promote people-centered development

e Develop resilience.
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Best Lecturer

Mrs. Thy Kimlai, achieved an award of excellence in teaching: “Best Lecturer” in
FY 2021-2022. We are very proud of her accomplishments, with her drive and
dedication to be a phenomenal teacher and course coordinator!

Mr. San Techly and Mr. Ay Bunnarith represented the Foundation Year Department
at Cambodia Tech Expo 2022 to connect with future students and potential partners.

WHAT IT MEANS TO WORK AT UP

From The Faculty of English & Employability Team At The University Of Puthisastra

In anticipation of this very special 100th Volume of UP Voice, the University of Puthisastra’s far-reaching and wide-ranging
fortnightly publication, the team of English Lecturers were asked to take a moment to reflect on what it means to them per-
sonally to work at the premier university here in Cambodia. Their thoughts are below; they are warm and inspirational
words that reflect a faculty team who are deeply committed to the betterment of UP’s students, and of Cambodian society
more widely.

When | reflect on what it means to work here myself, it is the privilege of leadership that stands out strongest for me, not
just serving as an academic leader, but also the sharing of a responsibility we have here at the university, to cultivate, to
encourage, and to grow Cambodia’s next generation of leaders in health sciences and beyond, and in doing so, growing
the university itself, to be a shining beacon of educational excellence for this great country.

By providing English language teaching to students at the university, we enable them to graduate a step ahead of their
peers from other universities. We are proud to say that there is no other programme of English within Higher Education in
Cambodia that is so comprehensive and so tailored to their needs as future graduates, health science professionals and
as future leaders.

| began work at UP a little over 4 years ago, when we had produced fewer
than 5 volumes of UP Voice. It is a distinct pleasure to see us reach Volume
100, and we all look forward to seeing Volumes 250, 500 and one day,
Volume 1000! The road ahead is a long and exciting one; | hope we can

all continue on this journey together, in a mutual spirit of continual growth P
and learning.

Mr. Daniel Gillard,
Head of the Faculty of English & Employability
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It is the students | teach at UP who inspire me in the classroom to be a better teacher.
Seeing students in Foundation Year go on their journey from being shy and not wanting
to speak English, to then becoming confident in their learning is a pure joy to witness.

For me personally, it is a privilege to be living and working in a culture that embraces
education and values the opportunities and rewards that education can bring to students.
| believe teaching and learning is a two-way process and | learn from our students how
to be a better teacher.

Ms. Nichola Heaton,
Foundation Year & Year 2 English Lecturer & Programme Coordinator

I've been teaching English for almost twenty years now, working in a variety of positions
across three continents. However, | can honestly say that since joining UP in 2017, my
career has definitely reached a new level. To be able to contribute to the education of a
new generation of Health Science professionals, in a modern Cambodia which is developing
rapidly, is highly rewarding.

To do so in a university that is quickly becoming the “go-to” learning establishment for
future doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, midwives, ICT professionals and health 4
science research and allied professionals in this part of South East Asia, is indeed a privilege.

Mr. David Spencer,
English Lecturer

The atmosphere at UP is simply the best. | have been working in the English Faculty here
for over three years and love working with the wonderful staff and students, especially my
coworkers, who are very supportive and fun to work with. Another big plus is that the
university supplies in-house training, which is great for my personal development. This,
in turn, helps me to develop our students alongside myself, and also helps to positively
influence the future of Cambodia as a modern, forward-facing nation.

Mr. Sok Neoun,
English Lecturer

Being a part of the University of Puthisastra helps me strengthen my skills as an employee,
as a lecturer, and as a colleague. Collaborating and working with other departments and
colleagues hones my leadership and social skills. Moreover, the University of Puthisastra
never fails to offer varied and compelling training for myself and all the staff here, to
effectively work with and help each other.

Ms. Ry Rangsey,
English Lecturer

Working at UP is like living in a dream when | am awake. UP is a workplace that
helps me achieve my financial security. UP is my school, an institution that provides
unbounded opportunities in diverse forms in order for me to cultivate myself, professionally
and personally. UP is my home. It is a nurturing place where | attain a true sense of
belonging, acquire emotional security and experience splendid collaboration. UP is
all these things: my workplace, my school and my home.

Ms. Norin Rathana,
English Lecturer







