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INTRODUCTION

Most students, after being awarded with a high school diploma, have made a decision to study at health science
academic institutions under various majors, particularly including Pharmacy and Medicine. However, the
reasons behind this decision remain unclear.

OBJECTIVES
This study aimed to investigate the factors which make students decide to study Pharmacy (PM) or Medicine
(MM) at Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS), University of Puthisastra (UP).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study was performed via structured interviews of 138 high school graduates who submitted their
application at Faculty of Health Sciences FHS, University of Puthisastra (UP). The data analysis was performed
by IBM SPSS Statistics 22. The statistical technique used in the interpretation of the analysis included frequency
count, arithmetic mean, median, percentage, cross tabulation, Pearson chi-square test and Independent samples
t-test.

RESULTS

The findings indicated that the enroliment number of male students accounted for 30.4% (n=42, age in years:
19+1.65) and of female students accounted for 69.6% (n=96, age in years: 18+1.28), which was not significantly
different in ages (P > 0.05). The percentages of students who chose to study PM or MM were 78.3% (n=108) or
21.7% (n=30) respectively. Male and female students enrolling in PM constituted 18.5% (n=20) and 81.5%
(n=88) respectively and in MM, 73.3% (n=22) and 26.7% (n=8), respectively. The students were aware of the
UP through their relatives (Mean = 1.0, SD= 1.73). The students’ relatives were past or present students at UP
studying in the majors of Pharmacy (42.2%, n=19), Medicine (17.8%, n=8), Medical Laboratory Technology
(13.3%, n=6), Nursing (11.1%, n=5), Midwifery (11.1%, n=5), Dentistry (2.2%, n=1) and Information
Technology (2.2%, n=1). The students’ awareness of UP were related with their relatives studying at UP in the
majors of Pharmacy, Medicine, Medical Laboratory Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Information
Technology with percentages of 39.5% (n=15), 18.4% (n=7), 15.8% (n=6), 13.2% (n=5), 10.5% (n=4) and 2.6%
(n=1) respectively (P < 0.05). The students decided to study the majors of Pharmacy or Medicine at UP because
of “Qualified Experimental Equipment for Practical Work™ on an average of 2.3 (SD=0.96) or 2.1 (SD=1.07)
respectively, finding no significant difference between majors (P > 0.05).

CONCLUSION

Collectively, this research finds that the major factors encouraging students to study at FHS is “Qualified
Experimental Equipment for Practical Work,” and recommendation to enroll in FHS by their relatives studying
in the majors of Pharmacy, Medicine, Medical Laboratory Technology, Nursing, Midwifery and Information
Technology of FHS. This knowledge is of importance in formulating effective enrollment strategies in the
development of Faculties of Health Sciences.

22



ASEANPHARMNET 2017
21-22 November 2017, Kuala Lumpur

THE 2ND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PHARMACY EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
NETWORK OF ASEAN (ASEAN PharmNET 2017)

21 & 22 November 2017
GRAND SEASON HOTEL, KUALA LUMPUR

Theme:
Advancing Multidimensional Roles of Pharmacy Education and Research

Organised by:
Faculty of Pharmacy, UniversitiKebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia

Co-organised by:
Faculty of Pharmacy, UniversitiTeknologi Mara, Malaysia
School of Pharmacy, Taylor’s University, Malaysia

ASEAN PharmNET members

Faculty of Pharmacy, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia

Faculty of Pharmacy, Universiti Teknologi Mara, Malaysia

School of Pharmacy, Taylor’s University, Malaysia

Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Medicine & Pharmacy at Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Hanoi University of Pharmacy, Vietnam

Faculty of Pharmacy, Mahidol University, Thailand

Faculty of Pharmacy, GadjahMada University, Indonesia

Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Health Science, Laos PDR

Faculty of Pharmacy, University of the Philippines Manila, the Phillippines
Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Surabaya, Indonesia

International University, Cambodia

School of Pharmacy, Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia
University of Pharmacy, Yangon, Myanmar

Website: http://www.aseanpharmnet2017.net/

———— N W TR ,
brsiEss Feysd TAYLOR'S
PG UNIVERSITI UNIVERSITY
&8 R Mavnsin ~24 TEKNOLOGI

@ S Uiy 4@ MARA ; :

Wisdom - Integrity - Excellence



ASEANPHARMNET 2017
21-22 November 2017, Kuala Lumpur

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

The 2rd International Conference on Pharmacy Education and Research Network of Asean
(ASEAN PharmNET 2017)
21 & 22 November 2017
Grand Seasons Hotel, Kuala Lumpur

Head of Scientific Committee:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ng Shiow Fern
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

Members:

UKM

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Juriyati Jalil
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Haliza Katas
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Endang Kumolosasi
Dr. Adyani Md Redzuan

Dr. Noraida Mohamed Shah
Dr. Lam Kok Wai

Dr. Ernieda Md. Hatah

Dr. Chong Wei Wen

Dr. Mohd Kaisan Mahadi
Dr. Shamin Mohd Saffian
Ms. Nasibatul Husna Adzmi

Taylor’s University

Dr. Naveen Kumar Hawala Shivashekaregowda
Dr. Renukha Sellappans

Ms. Hoo Yoon Fong

Dr. Rajinikanth Siddalingam

259



